Redheads must go
Based on Ziembiczky Dóra’s Békafalu
· Topic: prejudice, the power of the community, solidarity

· Focus: What can a community do if it is forced by higher power to exclude members with a specific “difference”?
· 18 students, 7th graders, with some experience in drama.

· Nametags, written in red/brown OR a red/brown line on each – to show red/brown hair colour; role cards, place cards, codex pages with initials, PPT.

· Vocab: medieval village, settled, hundred court (see explanation below), landlord, villagers, harvests, starving, reason, famine, to consult, decisions, blacksmith, healer, miller, joiner, priest, tailor, peasant, baker, member, widow
0.  Vocab pre-teach

1. Setting the scene

Our story takes place in a medieval village, called Llancourt, around the year 960, in England. The village is situated near the River Wye. There are 10 families in Llancourt. There are the old villagers – with brown hair, their families have lived here since time immemorial, and there are the ‘Redheads’ – a group of Welsh people who settled here 20 years ago when their village on the other side of the river Wye was burnt to ashes. These people have lived together peacefully since then, married and had children together. They farm their lands, their animals graze on the common land. The elders form the hundred court – a body chosen from among the villagers themselves. They have a landlord, the Earl, who doesn’t normally interfere much in village life.
Hundreds were led by a 'hundred-man', and had their own 'hundred' courts. The members of the hundreds (or tithings, etc.) were collectively held responsible for each individuals conduct, thereby decentralising the administration of justice upon the people themselves. Hundreds were used as administrative units for the raising of armies, collection of taxes and so forth. – just for our information, not to be mentioned
We are going to play some of these villagers. Looking back at the words, what are the jobs among them? Who/what kind of people do you think get into the hundred court? => role cards, read yours, put on your name tag, find your friends and family, introduce yourself. (Note: Bondo and Zelma take care of the orphan child as a joint effort, but that doesn’t mean they live together – Bondo is the priest, he probably lives alone.)
2.  Everyday life in the village – small group improv
We are in the village now, at the beginning of a new day. Everybody starts doing their work. Let’s see, what it looks like in our village. There are places around the village where you all work (signs put out in the classroom): fields, common land, church (with school room), workshops, houses, courtroom, river Wye. In groups of 4-5 let’s see this morning in short scenes at any of these places.
3. Village festivals – traditions in a freeze / musical scene
Today is the longest day of the year, the summer solstice. Every year on this day there are big celebrations.  Let’s see how people celebrate this day. What do you think happens? Discuss => show your ideas in a freeze OR in a scene that freezes each time the music stops => last freeze can lead to the next step.
4. The arrival of the landlord

Everybody has to come to the main square now because the Earl has come to the village (OR he arrives in the middle of the festival, see above). He speaks to his people. (T in role of landlord.)
Villagers!

There have been 2 bad harvests lately, and there has been no rain so far this summer, so we are in for a third bad harvest. My people are starving. I have decided to let the Redheads go, for they are the reason we have bad harvests and famine. All redheaded people in the village must leave this place within 2 days and go back to where they came from. Anyone opposing my orders will be severely punished. Those Redheads not leaving on their own accord will be driven away by my soldiers. The Brownheads are to stay in Llancourt and farm my lands. Those Brownheads who are caught helping the Redheads or trying to leave the village will be thrown into gaol.
How do the villagers take this news? Let’s look into everyone’s thoughts for a minute (in freeze teacher touches students’ shoulders to prompt them to speak their mind. – “What do they say upon arriving home?” – by family groups students discuss their first ideas about the new law.
5. The codex 
Narration: There is a codex in the church that governs the way the Earl and the villagers deal with problems. At some point it says (PPT): 
23rd paragraph: The Earl will consult the Hundred Court before decisions of great importance.

24th paragraph: If the Earl makes new laws without consulting the Hundred Court, the Court can question the new law.

25th paragraph: The Hundred Court can only question the Earl’s rulings if they have a better alternative for dealing with the problem at hand.
6.  Secret meeting

The teacher returns stepping into Hugo’s role. Says: the villagers have a secret meeting, called by the head of the Hundred Court, Hugo, brownhead, miller, played by the teacher. Reminds people of the rulings of the codex and asks them to think about the reasons behind the earl’s ruling. Members of the hundred court can lead the discussions.
7.  Decision 
Discuss what might be done:
· (students’ own ideas, e.g. get food from some place / call for some ritual for rain; 2-3 versions) OR
make the redheads go (play the scene when they say goodbye to e.o. – freeze, say thoughts, then start micro scene)
· Play out these versions in micro scenes / freezes / mime. You can ask redheads to take up roles in your stories.
8. Conclusion (can be skipped if pressed for time)
A) If they solved the problem w/o making Redheads go 

· Celebration: music plays, dance in a circle. – Final sentence: “And while the villagers were celebrating, finally the rain arrived, and there was hope for a better harvest at last.” THE END
B) If they made Redheads go:

· Hugo, head of the Manor Court calls a village (brownhead) meeting:
‘I have bad news. We have enough food now that the redheads are gone, however, we can’t use our horses and tools because we have no blacksmith, 2 people have died because we have no healer, and we do not have enough people to farm all the lands. We have petitioned the Earl and he is willing to let our Redheads come back.’ – Act out the scene how you call back the Redheads.

· The redheads are told that they went back to their old village and started to build it again. They should discuss what they have built so far.

· Peace at last The redheads received the brownhead delegation. They told them about their village at the moment, then listened to the brownheads. (Act out.) 
· The redheads finally agreed to go back to Llancourt. The Earl signed a chart in which he promises never to expel redheads from the village. In a freeze show the moment when the redheads and the brownheads meet again in Llancourt, after all these difficulties.  (Back to “Celebration”)
9. Writing a page into the codex

Students gather in the former family/friends small groups and write a page into the village chronicle summarizing the events of the year. They are each given a sheet with a different initial, that’s the first letter they have to use. Other than that, there is no restriction on what they write. They can go back in time as much as they wish (or not at all), and they are free to choose any of the endings that were played out. Groups read out there stories for the whole class to hear.
Attachment:
PPT: vocabulary, picture of the river as seen from the village (can be projected for most of the time as a background to our village), codex – ‘facsimile’ and more legible fonts

Places – pictures that can be arranged in the classroom to give a sense of the place before the ‘morning’ scene

Role cards (colour version only for the teacher to see groups, black and white to cut up) and name tags
Codex pages with first letters for writing task
Role cards (colours only for our own use; should we not do something about the 6-person group?)
	Wirtham, redhead, peasant, you have a wife and children, you farm the biggest strip of land in the village
	Aunt Peppa, brownhead, ‘everyone’s grandma’, Smilen’s wife, member of the Hundred Court
	Ignot, redhead, joiner, Old Smilen’s nephew, you have 2 kids (who left the village), you make toys on Sundays
	Robin, redhead, an orphan child (your parents died of the famine last year), Bondo and Zelma take care of you, you like to watch the stars

	Zelma, redhead, healer, member of the Hundred Court
	David, brownhead kid, Avry’s younger son, brave, adventurous
	Gerda, redhead, widow, Old Smilen and Aunt Peppa’s niece, you farm your land alone
	

	Todam, brownhead kid, Avry’s oldest son, your best friend is David
	Myrtill, redhead girl, Wirtham’s older daughter, you help a lot in the housework
	Lola, brownhead, baker, Wirtham’s wife
	Perthin, brownhead, Wirtham’s older son/daughter, strong and hardworking

	Melwin, brownhead, Wirtham’s younger son, easily the most clever boy in the village
	Cordelia, redhead, Avry’s wife, your best friend is Lola, you bake the best pie in the village
	Old Smilen, brownhead, ‘everyone’s grandpa’, member of the Hundred Court
	

	Beneth, redhead, Zelma’s brother, old blacksmith, member of the Hundred Court
	Ken, redhead, Smilen and Peppa’s grandchild, your parents died of the famine last year.
	Avry, brownhead, tailor, you have a wife and 2 children
	Bondo, brownhead, priest, secretly in love with Zelma


